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THREE CLASSROOMS 
LINKED BY ZOOM:

15  STUDENTS IN  EACH LOCATION

University of Copenhagen

University of Denver

University of Oslo
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COURSE OBJECTIVES

• Understanding how the broad 

governing structures of the EU and US 

differ

• Learning and applying the differences 

(and similarities) between how the EU 

and the US legislate climate change 

and energy transition issues

• Studying how three “states” (i.e., 

Colorado, Denmark, Norway) 

implement EU or US law and what 

efforts they are pursuing as part of 

state-based policy

• Reading an assortment of materials 

from EU-based and US-based 

publications

• Participating in small groups to 

collaboratively prepare a paper and 

presentation about a timely topic
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CLASS ORGANIZATION

• 10 Zoom sessions (February – early April)

• 8 am – 10 am with 15-minute break at 9 am

• Three professors, each lecturing on a specific 

aspect of EU or US climate change and/or energy 

transition law and policy

• Professor Catherine Banet, Oslo

• Professor Bea Martinez Romera, Copenhagen

• Reading assignments, group presentations and 

papers: Same for everyone

• Assessment and grading: each professor handles 

his/her students

• In person meeting of all students and 

professors (late April)

• 2019: in Copenhagen

• 2020: was scheduled for Denver

• 2021: scheduled for Oslo

• Zoom sessions taped and available for later 

viewing
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EFFECTIVE

• Zoom links worked well despite the 

distances involved

• Students enjoyed learning from 

professors with different 

backgrounds and experiences

• Students enjoyed “linking up” with 

peers studying in the EU or US

• Development of course-focused 

password protected website

• Use of “embedded video clips”

• Ways for students to ask questions 

“in class” (i.e., the issues raised by 

the EU General Data Protection 

Directive and the desire of each 

institution to have a separate 

release form for audio and visual 

was not fully thought through)

NOT EFFECTIVE/PROBLEMATIC

RECAP OF 2019 COURSE
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EFFECTIVE

• Zoom links continued to work well 

despite the distances involved

• Because of the virus, the trip to 

Denver was cancelled; as a result 

student groups had to work entirely 

virtually to prepare and present 

their research projects; they did a 

very impressive job

• In lieu of Denver meeting, a webinar 

focusing on Colorado initiatives was 

offered; in this webinar, students 

were allowed to directly ask 

questions to lecturers

• Ways for students to ask questions 

“in class” remained challenging

• Asking students to email in real time 

the professor who then had a student 

field the questions and pass them on 

to the professor; turned out to be 

inefficient and time consuming

NOT EFFECTIVE/PROBLEMATIC

RECAP OF 2020 COURSE
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TECHNOLOGY

• Greater use of Zoom’s “polling” 

feature 

• “Writing” on PowerPoint slide so as 

to highlight a certain concept or 

term

• Improving ways for students to ask 

questions “in class”

• Ask students to prepare questions that 

professors will review during the 9-9.15 am 

break

• Responses to questions from 9.15-9.25 am

• Implementing additional “office hours”

• Organizing student groups in mid-February

• A professor to meet with each student 

group in late February

COURSE MANAGEMENT

PREPARING FOR 2021 COURSE
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